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Dear Consultee and Commentator,

Health Technology Appraisal


Donepezil, rivastigmine, galantamine (review) and memantine for the treatment of Alzheimer’s disease

The decision of the Appeal Panel, following the hearings held on 13 and 14 July is attached with this letter. In accordance with our published process, we are providing you with two working days notice before the decision is released into the public domain, through our web site on Wednesday 11 October. 

None of the appeals were upheld and so the Final Appraisal Determination, with the corrections and clarifications requested by the Appeal Panel will be published as the Institute’s guidance to the NHS. Under normal circumstances, the guidance would be published at the same time as the decision of the Appeal Panel. However, for the reasons set out below, an alternative publication strategy is being followed.

As you will be aware, the Institute is developing a guideline on the management of dementia (including Alzheimer’s disease), jointly with the Social Care Institute for Excellence. The appraisal of the acetylcholinesterase inhibitors and memantine is an integral part of the guideline and we believe that it is in the interests of patients and those who care for them that both pieces of advice are published at the same time. The publication date for the appraisal and the guideline will therefore be 22 November. You will receive the appraisal and the guideline two working days in advance of their publication.

Yours sincerely,

Andrew Dillon

Chief Executive
