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Aims 

• Short background
• NI statistics- age adjusted information
• Prevention of infection (ie: Shielding)
• Re-testing and interpretation
• Treatment
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SARS-CoV-2

• RNA virus SS positive sense 
• Part of the beta coronavirus family
• Enveloped 
• Host receptor- ACE2
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NI stats 

AS OF 20/06/20 

BGS C
OVID

 TOWNHALL
 #3



Dashboard 
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Deaths 
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Death by setting 

The picture can't be displayed.
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Shielding 

• 20/06/20 letter from CMO
• Can see people outside/ socially distant
• 8 June those who are shielding can now spend time outside with people from their own household or one person from another household whilst 

ensuring that social distancing is observed. 
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Updated shielding 
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What we know...
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The picture can't be displayed.

Proposed Routes of SARS-CoV-2 Transmission 

Galbadage. Front Public Health. 2020;8:163. Slide credit: clinicaloptions.com
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http://www.clinicaloptions.com/
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Protecting our elderly 

• No vaccine likely soon
• Challenges

• Spike protein 
• Clade development 

• Immunity theory-
• Spike protein
• waning…?
• Must be infected (or vaccinated)
• OR herd immunity

• 11% HCW locally thus far…
• 4% in lab staff (ie not front facing)
• Modelling suggests needs more like 80%
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Retesting 

• FAQs
• False negatives and intermittent positives
• Continued positive results after recovery of symptoms-what does this mean?
• The question of viable virus and infectious-ness 
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NTS vs lower samples…
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• Shedding of infectious virus in hospitalized patients with 
coronavirus disease-2019 (COVID-19): duration and key 
determinants 

• Jeroen J.A. van Kampen M.D., 
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Treatment
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steroids
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Remdesivir
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Any the wiser?
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