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Minutes of the BGS Nurses and AHP Council Committee Meeting

2 October 2020

Via MS Teams


Present: Alexandra Anderson, Michelle Board, Aileen Fraser, Jo Jennings, Soline Jerram, Lucy Lewis (Chair), Lynn MacDiarmid, Julie Mcloughlin, Angeline Price, Jacqueline Thompson, and Frazer Underwood.

Apologies: Heide Baldwin, Lisa Berry, Anna Chainey, Jason Cross, Stacey Finlay, Dawne Garrett, Jane Gibson, Nicky Hayes, Cliff Kilgore, James Lee, Helen Lyndon, Wendy Mashlan, Emma Matthews, Caroline Nicholson, Claire Ritchie, Susan Royse, and Rachel Thompson.

Guest: Natalie Roe: City Hospitals Sunderland: Senior Specialist Podiatrist.

BGS Secretariat:  Joanna Gough, Sarah Mistry (BGS CEO), Mark Stewart.

Agenda Item One: Minutes of last meeting held 24 July 2020  

1.1 The minutes were agreed as an accurate record of the meeting.

Agenda Item Two: Matters Arising

[bookmark: _Hlk46668806]2.1 Breakdown of BGS membership numbers for nurses and AHPs: Update: this had been actioned; Jo to distribute the data to the full Council Committee.  

Agenda Item Three: Autumn Meeting

3.1 The programme will include a Zoom meeting for the Council Committee over lunch on Wednesday 25 November at 12.30.  

3.2 The Zoom meeting will include workshops on abstracts, increasing membership of the Council and widening participation in BGS regional activities. 

3.3 Videos on the various members of the Council Committee, to assist with recruitment, will be posted on the BGS website after the event, possibly in the new year. 

Agenda Item Four: Florence Nightingale Foundation

4.1 A meeting has taken place with the head of the academy on the possibility of establishing a scholarship for nurses, with Sarah and Lucy representing the BGS. At the moment, talks are very much at an initial stage, and are subject to the final agreed model being approved by the BGS Trustee Board. 

4.2 It was queried whether a scholarship could be awarded for a team rather than an individual; it was explained this may be an option (for example if funding from Health Education England could be secured) but initially we will explore a possible indivudal scholarship related to older people’s nursing.     

4.3 It was confirmed that any scholarship would be available UK-wide across the four nations.    

Agenda Item Five: The Campbell Collaborative

5.1 The Campbell Collaborative is an international social science research network that produces high quality, open and policy-relevant evidence syntheses, plain language summaries and policy briefs: https://campbellcollaboration.org

5.2 There is an exciting opportunity to contribute to a joint editorial with the International Journal of Older People Nursing, focusing on real-life nursing and AHP issues arising from the covid pandemic. It is hoped that a stronger long-term connection/relationship can be established between the BGS and the Campbell Collaborative.    

5.3 It was recognised that the pandemic represents a pivotal moment in approaching how we look after older people, especially in the context of care home provision. It was felt that this is a subject that should be highlighted in publication opportunities, along with the challenges of covid rehab and post-hospital discharges. Lucy, Frazer and Sarah will follow up.

5.4 Care homes

· The BGS is doing a lot of policy work to help support care home residents and staff an email regarding these was sent to everyone on 2nd October 2020. The BGS Vice President for Academic Affairs, Professor Adam Gordon, is leading on this on behalf of the BGS, advising the government via the SAGE group. The BGS Care Home guidance is being updated and this should be ready by the end of October. A meeting about care homes will take place next week at BGS, with representatives from the four home nations plus Ireland, focusing on lessons from what has gone well and not so well in care homes during the pandemic so far and what might be learned from the different country contexts. The BGS has also written to the Chancellor to advocate for NHSE discharge funding to be continued sustainably after March 21. It was felt that the Council Committee has an important role to play in supporting these initiatives.   

· The BGS would like to foster greater engagement within its membership around the crucial issue of healthcare for older people who live in care homes. There are obvious opportunities to support those who provide such healthcare – through information, peer support, training materials, research, policy influencing, media work and much else. It must be done carefully and collaboratively, mindful of the priorities and capacity of care home staff, the other agencies involved and holding true to the principles of person-centred care and choice. Anyone interested in this initiative should contact Jo. As a first step we will form a “BGS care homes group.” We would greatly value hearing from those with direct experience of work in and with care homes.

· The isolation experienced by some care home residents was seen as a particular area for concern.   
· All the Society’s guidance on care homes will be centralised in one location on the BGS website. 

· Frazer shared the following link on the management and control of covid infections with the Council Committee: 
https://www.bushproof.com/care-homes-strategy-for-infection-prevention-control-of-covid-19-based-on-clear-delineation-of-risk-zones/

Agenda Item Six: BGS Committee Updates

6.1 Clinical Quality Steering Group

· The Council Committee noted the report submitted by James Lee. Abstract judging is complete; a large number of submissions are still not following BGS guidelines, so these will be reviewed again. Standard feedback forms will be developed to assist judges. Volunteers are still needed for both workshops and judges at the autumn conference. Jugdeep Dhesi had been contacted by Simon Conroy for endorsement of the Specialised Clinical Frailty Network from both the Centre for Peri-Operative care and the BGS.  There was a discussion on how to ensure proper oversight of anything the BGS endorsed, which will be followed up by Jugdeep and Sarah. A new process will need approval by the BGS Trustees

· Aileen queried which critical areas/subjects the Council Committee wished to feed into the CQSG. ACTION: Council Committee members to convey suggestions directly to Jo. 

· Organisational membership of the BGS (e.g. for a hospital ward, a GP practice): a paper proposing this for groups of non-medics will be considered by the Trustee Board at its meeting later this month.   

6.2 ETC 

· Diploma in Geriatric Medicine: the issue of whether the Diploma would appeal to BGS nurses and AHPs was discussed; the new BGS Members Forum may assist with this when it is launched later in the year. It was noted that Cliff Kilgore is on the development board for the Diploma. It was felt that clarity and more detail on how the qualification is to be opened up to a wider audience was needed, before any meaningful survey could be undertaken. 

· A trainee Advanced Clinical Practitioner Council or special interest group has been suggested.  This requires further discussion and will be tabled for the December meeting.  

6.3 Meetings Committee 

· The Council Committee noted the pre-circulated update. The Autumn meeting will be virtual; conference content will be available for 12 months after the meeting, and CPD points will be available. Those planning to participate are encouraged to engage with sponsors. At least 100 posters and presentations will be part of the programme. More moderators are needed for some of the sessions; volunteers are welcome, please email Jo (J.Gough@bgs.org.uk).

· The Spring meeting in 2021 will be virtual, possibly hybrid if circumstances allow. 

6.4 Policy and Communications Committee

· The minutes of the most recent PACC meeting were noted by the Council Committee, and these were briefly summarized by Lucy.  
· Covid survey: the Society is keen to capture the experiences of its members from the first months of the COVID-19 pandemic in readiness for a second wave. The survey will help the BGS to understand how it can support its members, and provide information across different countries, settings and professions that we can analyse and report back to you. The deadline is 31 October. Complete the survey here.
· Inequalities work: an Inequalities Alliance is being put together by the RCP, which the BGS has joined. The Alliance will include work on inequality in the health professional workforce; the BGS has expressed its views on the subject of the BAME health professionals, given that they are disproportionately represented among those who have died from covid. Any members of the Council Committee who are interested in supporting this aspect of the Society’s work should contact Sarah directly: S.Misry@bgs.org.uk
6.5 RADC 

· Applications for the Vice President Academic Affairs post closes on Monday 12th October. Nurse AHP council members with the relevant research  leadership experience are encouraged to apply and to encourage those within your networks to apply also. 
· Another rep from the Council Committee is sought for the RADC; volunteers are welcome. 
· The research prioritisation document is being developed.   
· Last week’s meeting was the last to be chaired by Adam Gordon before he takes office as the new BGS President-Elect next month.  
6.6 RCN Update

· The Council Committee noted the pre-circulated report submitted by Dawne, who was unable to attend the meeting; the report was summarized by Lucy. 
· RCN Covid resources can be found here: https://www.rcn.org.uk/covid-19
· Expert reference group: Council Committee members to let Dawne know if they would like to be involved in this initiative. 
6.7 Nicky Hayes: King’s College Hospital/King’s College London

· The Council Committee noted the update submitted by Nicky Hayes. 
· Nursing Older People: contributions to the journal are welcome, especially on the impact of covid on older people; the target audience for the journal is predominantly staff nurse level. 
6.8 Physios

· The Chartered Society of Physiotherapy has gathered date on the impact of covid and the outcome of the survey can be found here: http://csppandd.eu.pythonanywhere.com/
Agenda Item Seven: Feedback from consultations/events attended on behalf of
BGS  

7.1 Lucy reported that the BGS Oncogeriatrics meeting was enjoyable. 

7.2 Frazer reported that the NHS England/NHS Improvement Clinical Summit - Integrated Care: Supporting the Care Home Sector meeting was a useful event. 

Agenda Item Eight: Guest Presentation 

8.1 Natalie Roe, the clinical quality poster prize winner at BGS Autumn 2019 gave a presentation on “Q.I project: A pilot study of a high-risk podiatry service model introduced into a care home.” This can be found at Appendix 2. 

Agenda Item  Nine: AOB

9.1 Discourse analysis: Jo Jennings made a request for resources/guidance on this subject. The following link was suggested: Introductory text for discourse analysisStrauss, S., Feiz, P. (2014). Discourse Analysis. New York: Routledge, https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203121559

Dates of next meetings

2020: 4 December 
2021: 5 March, 25 June, 10 September, 3 December. 




Signed by
Lucy Lewis  
4 December 2020

Summary of Actions Arising 
· Breakdown of BGS membership numbers for nurses and AHPs: Jo to distribute the date to the full Council Committee.
· Aileen queried which critical areas/subjects the Council Committee wished to feed into the CQSG. Council Committee members to convey suggestion directly to Jo. 

· Including a rep on the BGS Trainees Council: it was felt that this needed to be discussed in depth as a separate agenda item during the next meeting. Jo to include this on the agenda. 
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