
Dear [INSERT NAME OF MP], 

Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill 

As one of your constituents, I am writing to express my concerns about the Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill ahead of the third reading at the end of the month. I urge you to vote against the bill. 

As a [INSERT JOB ROLE] specialising in the care for older people, I have extensive experience of caring for people near the end of their natural life, including people with complex health conditions, such as frailty, dementia, and multimorbidity. A change in the law on Assisted Dying will have significant impacts on older people, and on the work of healthcare professionals who support them. In 2023, there were 581,363 deaths in England and Wales and 69% were in people aged over 75. International data from jurisdictions where AD is legalised demonstrate that most medically assisted deaths are in individuals over the age of 60. 

I have concerns that the bill process has been rushed and lacked important expert scrutiny. As a result, I am worried that important details are missing from the bill which would safeguard older people from harm. 

In January, the committee examining the bill only took three days of oral evidence from an agreed list of witnesses, mostly from those supportive or neutral of a change in the law, excluding crucial experts. Given that older people make up the majority of those dying each year, I was concerned by the lack of representation from older people’s healthcare specialists and older people themselves on the witness list. Any change in the law on Assisted Dying will have a significant impact on these groups. 

The process did not allow for expert policy development before the bill was drafted and lacked robust consultation. There was also a lack of transparency regarding the bill’s timelines and processes. The call for evidence asked for submissions to be submitted as soon as possible and there was no deadline. This did not give adequate time for experts to fully scrutinise the complexities of the bill before submitting evidence. Given that there were over 440 pieces of written evidence, MPs on the bill committee were also not permitted sufficient time to digest all information available before the start of the committee stage. 

I recommend that you read the British Geriatrics Society’s (BGS) position statement on assisted dying, which can be found on its website. The BGS’s written evidence to the committee also outlines concerns with the first draft of the bill. I am a member of the BGS and strongly support the position of the society.

There is too much at stake to rush through a Bill of this magnitude without detailed scrutiny of its complexities and input from those who will be most affected. Therefore, I urge you to vote against the bill. 

Yours sincerely, 
[INSERT NAME]





 











