The Introduction of a Ward Round Proforma to a Geriatric Medical Ward

Background

*  Ward rounds form the basis of secondary care.
*  Ward round entries often sparse without important

information.

* Absence of documentation causes ambiguity.

* Doctors should leave a record of having checked
important aspects of care, even if unremarkable.

* Lower ward round quality is linked with a higher
ncidence of preventable outcomes. !
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1. To assess the completeness of ward round entries
2. To introduce a tool to improve this

Method e

* Examined 139 ward round entries prior to
introduction of proforma and 98 following the

introduction of the proforma.

Consultants, Registrars and Juniors.

* Entries from three wards were surveyed prior to the introduction of the

proforma.

* Entries from one ward were surveyed following the introduction of the

proforma.
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Date admitted to WPH:
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Table 1: Criteria for an entry to have been deemed to have

assessed a particular consideration
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* Ward round entries were surveyed as to whether they included 17 features
that were deemed to be key to patient care by a team of geriatric
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Figure 2: Graph showing the improvement in the number of ward round
entries recording salient features of patient care

* Significantly more ward round entries were recording
salient features of patient care following the
introduction of the proforma.
* Feedback from juniors was that the proforma was simple
and easy to use.
* Itimproved the quality of clinical handover and
therefore had positive implications for patient safety.
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