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1. Introduction

Inpatient falls are a common problem within the NHS, with over
247,000 reported within NHS England hospitals during the year of
2021 (1), and therefore it is important that newly qualified doctors
feel confident in conducting competent assessments of patients
after they fall.

Falls is recognised as an important topic within UK medical
education: it is both covered by Manchester Medical School
(MMS) curriculum, as well as nationally as part of the new United
Kingdom Medical Licensing Assessment (UKMLA), a standardised
exam for final year medical students (2,3). However, the resources
provided by MMS were targeted towards falls prevention in the
outpatient setting rather than the immediate assessment of a
patient post-fall. The UKMLA guidance was similarly vague, with

no mention of inpatient falls.

1. Evaluating final year medical students at MMS confidence

and views towards conducting inpatient fall assessments
2. Assessing whether students believe an additional resource
from MMS would be beneficial to aid in the learning of

inpatient fall assessments

3. Method

A survey was conducted and disseminated amongst end-of-year
final-year students at MMS through email and social media, with
questions designed to address the objectives set, as well as gain
an understanding of students’ prior experience and knowledge of

inpatient falls assessments.

4. Results
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100% of students believed that another resource from MMS
regarding inpatient fall assessment would be either beneficial or

extremely beneficial.

5. Conclusions

1. Final-year medical students lack confidence overall in
performing inpatient post-falls assessments.
2. All students believed a further resource would be beneficial,

with a simulation session believed to be most appropriate.
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